
 Ministering Matters 
Love 
 
The meaning of love is strong affection for another arising out of kinship  
or personal ties.  It encompasses a range of strong and positive emotional 
and mental states, from the deepest interpersonal affection to the simplest 
pleasure.  Love is often considered to be one of the most powerful  
emotions, and it can have a profound impact on our lives.  Just like loving 
God. 
 
We have the capacity to love one another.  We have the need to love one 
another.  We have the courage to love one another.  We know that God 
loves us, and gives us the capacity, need, and courage to love Him. 
We are saved by grace.  We receive this grace from God because He loves 
us.  Grace means the favor of God and the acceptance of God that we  
receive without any work on our part.  We have faith that God loves us, 
and we cannot be saved until we give up trying to save ourselves.   
 
Jesus is the Christ; he is alive, he is the love we so desperately need.  Love 
is a personal experience that is different for each person, but we find our 
connectiveness in our love for God.  
 
Life is the one thing we have to give – our life in Christ.  We want to spend 
our time loving God and loving each other.   
 
“For unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, the mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  
 Handel’s Messiah. 
 
And so, my friends in Christ, remember that God loves us and sent his only 
Son to live and die for us so that we will have salvation.   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Minister Beth 
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MINISTRY UPDATES 

COMMUNITY MEAL Thank you to our excellent Property Team, our 
new stove purchased through a grant of $4000 from the Erie County Grant 
Foundation was up and running for the Community Meal this month. The 
burner top reduced cook time by 60% and the convection ovens were much 
more efficient and cooked the potatoes more evenly than our old model. A 
gentleman from the community was kind to donate his time to add a tex-
tured ceiling to cover imperfections and it looks great! (Thank you Eric.) 
They worked to get on a new coat of paint and new LED overhead lights 
will be installed once they arrive. Thank you to all who helped with this 
BIG (and HEAVY) project! 
 

We served 190 at the meal this month. The applesauce we made in October 
for God's Work-Our Hands Day was a hit. Thank you also for the leftover 
cookies from the cookie walk to share with our families. 
 

Menu for January 8th: Turkey Tetrazzini, Cole Slaw, Roll, and Dessert 

GRACE’S TABLE  FOOD PANTRY- Drive-thru pantry was held on  
Saturday, December 21, 2024 and boxes were distributed to 53 families.  
Families and individuals who came to the pantry were provided with items 
to prepare a Christmas Meal.   Many thanks to the congregation and the 
community for supporting our Food Pantry.  Donations are always needed, 
and volunteers are always welcomed! 

SEWING MINISTRY - Assembling and sewing for the Quilt Ministry 
will resume the first two Wednesdays of January. If anyone would be will-
ing to sew items at home, please contact Jean Smith at 419-901-
0816.  We'd be happy to provide fabric. We just need you to do the sew-
ing.  The dimensions for tops and liners are 60" X 80.  The dimensions for 
backs are 64" X 84". 

PROJECT SHARE - The Board of Directors of Project Share cannot 
thank the congregation of Grace enough for the use of storage space, set-
up and distribution, plus all the extra support in terms of donations, and 
especially patience with the disruption for a month. We can be so grateful 
to live in a community where such an outpouring of love and support ex-
ists. This year 83 families comprised of 355 individuals were served 
through gifts of clothing, personal items, and grocery vouchers. Words of 
thanks and tears of thankful hearts abound when families pick up their 
bags of hope. 



To have your prayer  
request placed on the 
Grace Prayer Chain, 
please contact 
Lynne Yetter at 419-
603-6759.   

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS  AS OF  NOVEMBER 30, 2024 
Operating Offerings:  $21,154.00 
Operating Expenses:  $13,579.00 
Operating Fund Balance:     $43,678.00 
Construction Offerings:       $ 3,100.00 
Other Designated Giving: $ 7,974.00 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Copies of the complete and detailed financial statements 
are available for review in the Church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BETTY MEGGITT:    The Commons of Providence, 5000 Providence Drive, Sandusky, OH 44870 
TODD MILLER:     Providence Care Center, 2025 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, OH   44870  
ALICE LEHMAN:    Harborview Apartments, 115 Franklin Street, Apt. 401, Sandusky, OH  44870 
NORMA SHELLEY:    Commons Asst. Living, 5000 Providence Drive, Rm. 202 Sandusky, OH    
             44870 
Please note:  This list is comprised of individuals who have authorized their residence information to be 
published.  If you are a member of Grace and would like to be placed on the homebound list, please  
contact Beth Kieffer in the office at 419-684-5059. 

Thanks to all who supported Margaretta Township's Wreaths Across America where the 
community recently laid over 1000 wreaths honoring our veterans.  As we look forward 
to 2025, all wreaths sponsored prior to January 15, 2025 will be matched one for 
one.  This is the biggest promotion all year and can be sponsored at the cemetery office, 
407 Bardwell Rd, Castalia, or online at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/OH0370. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Be sure to call or 
email your information for the weekly bul-
letin announcements to Brenda in the 
church office, macdonaldb58@gmail.com 
by 9AM on Thursday at the latest.   
Newsletter announcements are due no 
later than the 20th of the month.  

“Time” 

Time is 
too slow for those who wait, 
too swift for those who fear, 

too long for those who grieve, 
too short for those who rejoice. 

But for those who love, 
time is eternity 

    --Henry Van Dyke 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/OH0370






 



 



  
  
 

 
  
 

 
 
               
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

GRACE GROWS DISCIPLES. 
 

Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we WORSHIP the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, WITNESS to God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ,  

WELCOME all into our community of faith. 
 

Our website address: www.GraceCastalia.com 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:  macdonaldb58@gmail.com 

PHONE:  419-684-5059 

203 S. Washington Street 
Castalia, OH   44824 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


