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FROM THE PASTOR:
As I was struggling for ideas for this month’s newsletter article, I recalled an article from September’s Living Lutheran
magazine. The article stuck with me because reading it made me feel saddened at how easily we forget the victims of
tragedy once the tragedy is no longer part of the news cycle. It also reminded me of the surprising ways that resurrection happens of which we are unaware. We won’t hear much about those in the highly competitive and rapidly shifting
news cycle, but I think that they, more than anything, are the stories we need to hear. They are the stories that remind
us of the bigger story of the God who raised Jesus from the dead who continues to be at work in the world bringing
reconciliation, hope, and, yes, resurrection.
If you do not have a subscription to Living Lutheran, I invite you to check it out online. Every issue brings stories and
articles to stir our faith, remind us of whose we are, and help us to recognize the signs of God’s kingdom in our world.
Digital and print subscriptions are available.
A new way to serve

Paradise returns with a changed mission after fire
By Brenda Martin

September 12, 2022 LIVING LUTHERAN

Some people say Paradise, Calif., ceased to exist on Nov. 8, 2018. That was the day the Camp Fire—the most destructive wildfire in California history—sparked about 10 miles north of town and within six hours had raced through Paradise, claiming more than 90% of its buildings.
But three and a half years later, members of Paradise Lutheran are overseeing reconstruction of their parsonage, which
was destroyed in the fire. The new, $1 million building, to be called Abbey Place, also brings the congregation a change
in mission, a new way to serve their neighbors while also providing income to the church.
Abbey Place is being built as a “Q Cabin,” a sustainable, disaster-resistant, all-steel construction with the arch of a
Quonset hut, the prefabricated structure introduced during World War I. The Quonset hut isn’t fireproof, but it is fireresistant, built to withstand intense heat.
The building will include four two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartments that will rent at market rates, providing an income stream that the congregation hopes will sustain the church as it recovers from its membership loss after the fire.
Gwen Nordgren, congregation council president, said the Abbey Place project has been 12 years in the making. Originally the congregation hoped to replace or renovate the parsonage to create senior housing, but couldn’t fund it. After
the fire, members decided to use the insurance settlement and an existing endowment to build the apartments. The
fire, she explained, changed the project’s scope because rental housing needs in Paradise have shifted from seniors to
families.
From change to new life
The Camp Fire forever changed Paradise, a town in the Sierra Nevada foothills. In 2018 the population was 26,000, but
the 2020 Census counted fewer than 5,000 people. The fire also changed the church. One member died in the fire and
many others lost their homes. Before the blaze, Paradise Lutheran had more than 80 active members, Nordgren said,
but now there are only 35.
“When the fire hit, our congregation was predominantly seniors,” Nordgren said. “Of those people, once their homes
were gone, they left and didn’t come back.” She said many moved out of state to be closer to their children or found
senior housing elsewhere.
The fire may have destroyed the parsonage but not the church campus across the street. The church building, a fellowship hall rented for special events and an office complex with two apartments were spared.

“It’s amazing what a handful of people can do.”
Nordgren believes those structures survived only because parking lots along the church’s property line were used as a
staging area for fire trucks. As firefighters rained water onto nearby flames, enough fell on those buildings to protect
them. But the fire came so close, she said, that a newly built fence behind the buildings burned, with only one post
remaining. There was also significant smoke damage inside the church. Carpets had to be pulled up, and wooden pews
were trashed. The charred roof of the office building had to be replaced.
Nordgren, who lost her home in the fire, said she couch-surfed for a while and then leased a one-bedroom apartment
in the church’s office building for a year before she found permanent housing.
After the fire, the congregation took about three months to reestablish the office. Because the town had no clean water, one of the first projects was to install a water-purifying system. Nordgren said that living on the campus made it
convenient for her to manage the workers who cleaned and painted the building, replaced carpets and put new chairs
in the sanctuary. Worship returned to the building in summer 2019. Nordgren said the church’s pastor, who had
planned to retire, stayed through the initial cleanup of the property and the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic, finally
retiring in spring 2021. Since then, worship has been led by a nearby Episcopal priest and by parishioners.

Continued…..Nordgren sees signs of new life in her community, her church and even herself. The town continues to
rebuild, and the congregation has welcomed new members, including some families.

Through her work with the congregation, Nordgren found new purpose: “This is my vocation, helping the church. What
a gift this has been for me to have a purpose. I’m thankful to God for that.”
Those who remain at Paradise Lutheran have formed a “very tight, very loving community,” she said, bonding in both
the tragedy of loss and now the rebuilding: “It’s amazing what a handful of people can do.”

Brenda Martin, is a retired journalist, is pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville, Pa.

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP-FINANCE COMMITTEE:
A TAX-SMART WAY FOR CHARITABLE GIVING
Ways to give to Grace and not pay taxes?
With a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD), you may be able to satisfy your traditional IRA’s Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), lower your taxable income, and maximize your impact on a
charitable organization, such as Grace Lutheran Church.
If you are 72 or older, you must take an RMD on your traditional IRA. Typically, you must pay taxes
on all traditional IRA withdrawals, including RMDs. But if you are over 70.5, your entire withdrawal
will directly and fully be gifted to a charitable organization as a QCD, and your taxable income will
be lowered by the full amount.
What is a Qualified Charitable Distribution?
A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is one of the most tax-efficient ways for mature donors to
make charitable gifts. Also known as an IRA charitable rollover gift, a QCD is a direct transfer of
funds from a traditional IRA account to a qualified charity. Typically, you can realize tax benefits either by increasing your itemized deductions — an option most individuals do not use — or by decreasing your taxable income, which is how QCDs work. With a QCD, you can lower your taxable
income by as much as $100,000 per year.
Who can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution?
Anyone 70.5 years of age or older can give up to $100,000 as a tax-free gift, in the form of a QCD,
from their traditional IRA account. Even though the SECURE Act raised the required minimum distribution (RMD) age to 72, the QCD age remains at 70.5, so QCDs can be used for charitable giving
even before RMDs begin. QCDs are only available to IRA owners and IRA beneficiaries who are
70.5 or older and, for this rule, you must be at least 70.5 on the date of transfer.
What is the best time of year to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution?
Statistically, most people do their giving at holiday time or before the end of the calendar year. It’s
best to do QCDs early in the year before any RMDs are taken. If the RMD is taken before the QCD,
that RMD income can’t be offset by a QCD done later in the year. The tax rules state that the first
dollars withdrawn from a traditional IRA, in a year where an RMD is due, will first go to satisfy the
RMD. This is known as the “first dollars out rule,” and that’s what makes the QCD timing essential.
CONSULT YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO SEE IF A QCD
WOULD BENEFIT BOTH YOU AND GRACE.

MINISTRY UPDATES

COMMUNITY MEAL

The Community Meal ministry at Grace continues to thrive thanks to the help of many. A total of
193 meals were served in October. The generosity of Grace along with monetary gifts from those
who care to donate and the bakers/makers of desserts all help to turn out a wholesome meal each
month. Would your family be willing to help prepare a meal in a month of your choosing? Our
regular Community Meal volunteers would be happy to guide and work with you. Not only would the
load be shared, but more people would learn how easy it really can be when a team of people work
together. The menu for November will be Ham in Scalloped Potatoes, Apple Salad, Pumpkin Bread
Muffin, and a Dessert. Please notify the church office or Jean Smith (419-901-0816) if you'd care to
help.

GRACE’S TABLE FOOD PANTRY
Drive-thru pantry was held on Saturday, October 15th, and boxes were
distributed to 48 families. Due to increased demand, the pantry is in need of food and monetary donations. Volunteers to assist with the pantry are always needed. Please come and help us with this
important ministry.
In addition, the Food Pantry is planning to provide a Thanksgiving meal for the families we serve.
You can help in this endeavor by donating a 10-12 lb. frozen turkey. We will need approximately 50
turkeys. If each family in our congregation purchased an extra turkey when purchasing their own
Thanksgiving turkey, our goal would be more easily met! We also are in need of all the fixings:
yams, cranberries, stuffing, gravy mixes, vegetables, pie filling or cake mixes. Thank you for your
Circle 3 is collecting Christmas cards for the members and friends listed below. Please help with this
project by signing a Christmas card for any or all of them. Cards will be provided, or you may use your
own. We will be ready to collect the cards after Thanksgiving. Gift bags will be located in the Gathering
Area at that time. Thank you for letting these folks know they are remembered by their brothers and sisters
in Christ. Cards will be collected until December 11th. The names are: Delores Bohn, Dan Brindley,
Joan Crawford, Dick Dahm, Kate Greene, Linda Kuns, Mary Carol Kuns, Nick Kuns, Marge Loroff, Betty
Meggitt, Todd Miller, Lois Paule, Barb and Carl Pocock, Donna Sessler, Marie Severance, Wanda Stewart,
Sondra VanCauwenbergh, Bonnie and George Wiswell.
To have your prayer request placed
on the Grace Prayer Chain, please
contact Carole Kuns at 419-684-5887.

MARJORIE LOROFF:
The
LOIS PAULE:
The
SONDRA VANCAUWENBERGH:
BILL SCHENK:
The

Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH 44811
Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH 44811
The Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH 44811
Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH 44811

Please note: This list is comprised of individuals who have authorized their residence information to be
published. If you are a member of Grace and would like to be placed on the homebound list, please contact Brenda in the office at 419-684-5059.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
As a former Sunday School teacher for the better part of the last 55 years, I know you
may have heard this pitch before. Yet, on behalf of our current Sunday School staff,
one or two more volunteers to help with Sunday School would really be a boost to
Amanda Bohn and those people currently working with them to teach and guide the
young minds of our younger members. I had the pleasure of visiting and saw how
excited the children were. However, it would really be beneficial if there were enough
staff for at least one more class. I personally found that working with our Sunday
School students is a great way to engage in Bible study for yourself while at the same
time providing a wonderful experience for our youth, and having fun to boot! Sunday
School is held after Sunday Worship until 11 AM so one can volunteer and still have
part of the morning to enjoy at leisure. Please consider joining a great team doing
God's work!
Sincerely, Jean Smith

"Project Share" are two words you may hear frequently over the next couple of months. For
those who may not be aware, Project Share is a non-profit organization that provides assistance to families residing in the Margaretta School District for such items as grocery vouchers, clothing, toys, and personal items. Last year 89 families for a total of 403 individuals
were served through the generosity of our community, including folks here at Grace. Our
church has also been kind enough to offer the use of a former Sunday school room for
storage throughout the year as well as the Fellowship Hall from the week before
Thanksgiving until December 17th. You will also notice
the Star Tree inside the glass doors at the back entrance. The Star Tree gives people a chance to pick
out a star and then donate items we know our families
will request. The hustle and bustle is beginning! Any
questions you may have can be referred to Jean Smith
at 419-901-0816.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
Operating Offerings:
$10,542.00
Operating Expenses:
$16,643.00
Operating Fund Balance: ($16,610.00)
Designated Giving:
$9,764.00
Cash balance as of 9-30-22 was $32,511.00
IMPORTANT NOTE: Copies of the complete and detailed financial statements
are available for review in the Church office.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
203 S. Washington Street
Castalia, OH 44824

GRACE GROWS DISCIPLES.
Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we WORSHIP the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, WITNESS to God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ,
WELCOME all into our community of faith.
Our website address:
www.GraceCastalia.com
You can e-mail Pastor Suggitt at:
Pastorkms@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS: macdonaldb58@gmail.com
PHONE: 419-684-5059

