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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS: CHURCH-WIDE ASSEMBLY 
 
Every three years the ELCA holds a church-wide assembly (CWA) at which voting members from synods across the country and 
representatives from synod and church-wide staffs, various ELCA agencies and seminaries gather to carry out the important busi-
ness of the greater church. In general, I am not a big fan of meetings and conventions. I readily admit that when I was privileged to 
serve as a voting member of the 2019 CWA, there were times when my head would swim when memorials and motions got 
wrapped up in the maze of Robert’s Rules. I could never be a parliamentarian. I will also admit that I found the experience wonder-
ful. Worship was inspiring and challenging. The business end could seem tedious sometimes, but I also gained a greater appreciation 
for the need for most of it. Not to mention a deep gratitude for the organizers, volunteers, and parliamentarians who do important 
and often under-valued work. I met interesting people, got to explore Milwaukee, Wisconsin just a little bit, made new friends, 
laughed till my sides hurt, and was reminded why I chose to become a Lutheran in the ELCA.  
 
Fast forward three years to August 2022. The most recent church-wide assembly was held this past month (Aug 8-12) in Columbus. 
A lot of water has flowed under the bridge in those three years. The global pandemic has resulted in massive cultural and economic 
shifts in our country and beyond. The Christian church in general, and the ELCA specifically, have not been immune from those 
shifts. How we worship, where we worship, what it means to ‘gather’ for worship, our sacramental practices, and our ecclesiology 
(how we structure our expressions of the church – congregations, synods, and the church-wide structure) all of these have been top-
ics of both casual and formal discussions over the past three years. Which meant that CWA 2022 had some very important business 
to attend to.  
 
Here is a quick highlight of a few of the important actions from CWA 2022 pulled from the Religion News Service article dated 
August 12, 2022. You can find more detailed information on the ELCA website: https://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly.   
 

First Asian American vice president elected 

 

The ELCA elected Imran Siddiqui as vice president of the denomination, making him the first Asian American elected to the highest 
office a layperson can hold. “This is surreal,” Siddiqui said after the final tally was announced. 
The incoming vice president is a senior investigator for the U.S. Department of Labor and current vice president of the Southeastern 
Synod of the ELCA, which spans Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. He grew up Muslim and became Lutheran in 
2011. 
 
Pastor’s note: This has no direct impact on the congregation here at Grace/ However, I find it both notable and encouraging. It is a 
good and healthy thing when the leadership of any organization reflects the diversity that is found within the rest of the organiza-
tion. This is particularly so when it occurs within an institution that serves the body of Christ, the church. 
 
 
 

Apology to Santa María Peregrina 
 
Four representatives from Iglesia Luterana Santa María Peregrina in Stockton, California, traveled to Columbus to receive a public 
apology from Eaton during the Churchwide Assembly. 
 
The former bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod was forced to resign after their abrupt removal of the Latino congregation’s pastor on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe sparked outcry across the denomination. Eaton’s response afterward — appointing a listening 
team months later, then failing to immediately act on their recommendations — also drew criticism. 
Eaton said the congregation’s response was “very gracious,” even if it was hard to hear. 
 
“I think it was a healthy thing to do, and I’m touched by the courage of those four to stand up in front of all these people and say, 
‘This is how this affected us,’” she said. 
 
Eaton said she plans to visit Iglesia Luterana Santa María Peregrina later this month and will work with the congregation, the synod 
and churchwide leadership to respond to requests the congregation has made. 
 
Pastor’s note: While this has no direct impact on the congregation here at Grace, I think we can learn from it and let it serve as an 
example of what it means within the institution of the church to give and receive forgiveness. The church is comprised of flawed 
human beings at every level. We make simple mistakes; we sometimes mishandle situations – especially those that are highly emo-
tionally-charged. Sometimes our best judgment and best advice simply wasn’t adequate. As in this case, with no ill intent, other peo-
ple can be wounded by our mistakes. In the difficult aftermath of such a situation it is honesty, humility, the courage to admit our 
mistakes, to our calling to be reconciled to one another as sisters and brothers in Christ. I am encouraged to know that our Presid-
ing Bishop neither hid from nor made excuses for her role in mishandling the situation. Instead, she and the members of the congre-
gation involved exemplified the grace that can be found in the midst of our sometimes-painful human brokenness. 

https://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly
https://religionnews.com/2022/08/10/elca-apologizes-to-latino-congregation-whose-pastor-was-removed-on-sacred-day/
https://religionnews.com/2022/08/10/elca-apologizes-to-latino-congregation-whose-pastor-was-removed-on-sacred-day/


 

Restructure the governance of the ELCA 

 

Is it time for another Reformation? 
 
Eaton said she thought the idea was “brilliant” when she first heard of plans to consider restructuring the governance of the ELCA, 
which was formed 35 years ago by a merger of three Lutheran denominations. 
“Things are very different from 1980s America,” she said. 
 
Voting members seemed to think so, too. They approved a memorial directing the ELCA Church Council to establish a Commission 
for a Renewed Lutheran Church to reconsider the principles of the denomination’s organizational structure and the statements of 
purpose for its churches, synods and the churchwide organization. The memorial instructs the commission to be “particularly atten-
tive to our shared commitment to dismantle racism.” 
 
The commission will present its findings and recommendations to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly in preparation for a reconstitut-
ing convention.  
 
 
Pastor’s note: This is a good thing – a very good thing. It is time to assess whether the structure of the denomination serves most 
effectively, efficiently, and faithfully the mission of the church. It will be several years before any major structural changes could be 
adopted. A reconstituting convention is required for a large-scale restructuring such as in being considered, and that won’t begin 
until after the 2025 CWA in Phoenix. I will look forward to seeing how death and resurrection play themselves out the process of re-
forming the ELCA. 
 
 

Revisions to Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust 

A lot has changed since 2009.That’s when the ELCA adopted its social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust,” which al-
lowed Lutherans to hold differing views about same-sex relationships and opened the door for LGBTQ clergy. 
 
Social statements are the denomination’s teaching and policy documents. 
 
A memorial authorized a narrow review of the social statement about sexuality to make sure its wording “reflects current church 
understanding, church policy, civil law, and public acceptance of same-gender and gender non-conforming couples.” 
 
A later motion asked that the denomination in particular consider the four positions of “bound conscience” expressed in the social 
statement. The statement allows that “on the basis of conscience-bound belief,” Lutherans may have different views about sexuality 
and marriage, including the view that same-sex relationships are “sinful.” 
 
Revisions could be considered as early as the 2025 Churchwide Assembly. 
 
Pastor’s note: As soon as people read the terms “same-sex” relationships and “LGBTQ” anxiety rises. So please let me be clear. 
This has no impact on the congregation at Grace at this time. Nothing has changed. This is a motion to consider revising the lan-
guage of an existing document that has been effect for 13 years. No one knows what form that revision may take. What is known is 
that if there are changes to the specific language, they will be considered, reviewed, possibly amended on the floor, and voted upon 
at the ELCA 2025 Church-wide assembly – at the very earliest.  In the meantime, we keep doing what we do – faithfully living out 
our role in God’s mission to redeem the world. 
 
I find myself thinking and praying about these things and am reminded of the words of a former ELCA Presiding Bishop – “It’s a 
good time to be the church.”  It may be challenging, but can also be a time of hope and rebirth. 
 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.   Isaiah 43:19 

https://religionnews.com/2022/04/29/elca-lutherans-celebrate-recognize-challenge-on-35th-anniversary-of-the-denomination/
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/SexualitySS.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2043%3A19&version=NRSVUE


To have your prayer  request placed on 
the Grace Prayer Chain, please contact 
Carole Kuns at 419-684-5887. 

MINISTRY UPDATES 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
We have many to thank for donations for our Community Meal in August. 
Green beans: Sam Bard, Kevin Moat, Judy Estep, Jerry Riggle. Cucum-
bers:  Clarice Gowitzka.  Desserts:  21 bakers- makers! We served 200, in-
cluding 61 home deliveries, and were able to make donations to Cross-
roads as well. Also, thank you to those who made financial contributions. 
Our monetary donations exceeded costs by $27. God's work completed by 
many hands! 

GRACE’S TABLE FOOD PANTRY 
 

Drive-thru pantry was held on Saturday, August 20th and boxes were dis-
tributed to 47 families, including 3 new families. Due to increased de-
mand, the pantry is in need of food and monetary donations.  The shelves 
are currently empty!  We also are in need of helping hands on pantry day, 
so if you are interested, please come and help!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

MARJORIE LOROFF:  The Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH  44811 
LOIS PAULE:   The Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive,  Bellevue, OH   44811 
SONDRA VANCAUWENBERGH:   The Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH  44811 
BILL SCHENK:  The Willows of Bellevue, 101 Auxiliary Drive, Bellevue, OH   44811 
 
Please note:  This list is comprised of individuals who have authorized their residence information to be 
published.  If you are a member of Grace and would like to be placed on the homebound list, please 
contact Brenda in the office at 419-684-5059. 

STAMP MINISTRY 
 

Carol Pfeil will be continuing with our stamp ministry, and she asks that 
you please trim your stamps, leaving a 1/4 to 1/3 of an inch margin around 
the stamp.  Collection boxes are located in the coatroom and in the kitch-
en.   

 
Sunday School  

resumes on  
September 11, 2022 

at 10:15AM 



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS  AS OF  JULY 31, 2022 
 
Operating Offerings:  $14,348.00 
Operating Expenses:  $18,835.90 
Operating Fund Balance:    ($10,622.00) 
Designated Giving:          $  2,146.72 
 
Cash balance as of  7-31-22 was $34,452.82 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Copies of the complete and detailed financial statements 
are available for review in the Church office. 

NEW DIRECTORY:  Many of you have been asking for a new  
pictorial directory. We will be trying to produce one in-house  
over the course of the summer. Watch for more detailed 
information in the weekly announcements and the August  
newsletter. In the meantime either call or email the church office 
to provide your current contact information. If you have  
discontinued your landline and are now exclusively using mo-
bile phones, please update your information.  It has been 8 years 
since our last directory. Do not assume that we have your cor-
rect mailing address, 

A Community Sale to benefit Project Share will be held at the Lions Club Pavil-
ion on September 23, 8:30-3 PM and Saturday, September 24th, from 8:30-1. 
Please start gathering up items you’d care to donate including home décor, house-
hold items, tools, toys and seasonal decorations. We will be accepting donations 
Thursday 9/22 from noon-6 PM. We will not be selling furniture or clothing. 
Please call or text Jean Smith at 419-901-0816 if you have questions. Thank you! 







NEWS & NOTES FROM THE STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
 
Next steps for the Construction Project:   
 
Since the congregation approved going ahead with the construction and financing of a new 
roof and parking lot re-surfacing on August 14, 2022, we have a few things to report. 
 

Civista is moving forward with the approval of the construction loan. It will be a few 
weeks before it can be finalized and approved. In the meantime, Tusing has agreed to 
hold the quoted bid beyond the usual expiration date. 

 
BIG NEWS: We have received a generous donation of $25,000 from an anonymous donor 

as ‘seed money’ for the project. We are investigating the potential for some matching 
funds within the existing assets to bring the congregation’s investment in the project to 
around 10% of the estimated project cost. This will likely make it possible to complete 
the parking lot this fall without having to draw on the loan. 

 
There are a couple of ways that you can help the ‘seed’ grow and minimize the amount 

necessary to borrow to complete the project. 
 

• We are preparing to begin a capital campaign to begin raising funds for the project in 
advance of the roof work beginning in the spring of 2023. Tusing will need $100,000 
once the loan is approved to lock in the pricing on the proposal. Please prayerfully 
consider how you will faithfully respond when approached by a capital campaign 
team member. 

 
• You will see a different line item for the construction fund on the giving envelopes in 

the months to come. You might consider the possibility of ‘extra-mile’ giving in  
addition to your regular operating donation. 

 
Remember that we have been running at an operating deficit since early in 2020 at the  
beginning for the pandemic. We still need to continue the normal mission and ministry of 
the congregation while we are ‘under construction.’ Both are essential and important  
investments in the future of the congregation and its ministry. 
 
We have begun the process of compiling the 2023 budget and are aware that it will be  
necessary for us to tighten our belts wherever possible. The committee is considering the 

best ways to do so without hindering the ministry and mission of the congregation. 
 

We have recently taken two actions that will make significant dents in our operating  
expenses. 1) Our change of insurance carriers earlier this year resulted in a drop of  
approximately $2,300 in premium costs annually for equivalent or better coverage.  And 2) 

Pastor and her husband have opted to switch to Medicare for their health insurance  
coverage. The savings for 2022 to the congregation is estimated at $8,400. For the 2023 

budget year the savings to the congregation should be approximately $16,500. 



Eastern Conference Fall Retreat 
Saturday October 8, 2022 

10:00am – 1:00pm 
Grace Lutheran Church 

203 S. Washington St., Castalia, OH 44824 

Theme: “Grace, Gratitude, and Generosity” 
 

Take a few hours out of your busy schedule for a time of prayer, devotion, fellow-
ship, and growing in God’s word. 

 

Program: Pastor Katie Suggitt will lead the Bible Study on “Grace, 
Gratitude, and Generosity”.  
 

Registration & coffee hour starts at 9:30am 
Cost:  $5.00 (paid at door – includes coffee hour & lunch) 

Offering:  Will go to Lutheran Disaster Response (Kentucky, Ukraine) 

In-Kind Gifts: Grace’s Table.  This is the food pantry located at Grace Luther-

an, Castalia which serves 30 – 50 families.  Below are suggested items, however, other sim-

ilar items are welcomed: 
 
 

 Paper Towels  Toilet Paper Laundry Detergent (smaller bottles) 
 Liquid Dish Soap  Spray Cleaner Household Cleaning Supplies 
 Canned Goods  Peanut Butter Pasta, Rice 

Jelly  
   

RSVP by Oct. 2nd to 419-684-5059 or macdonaldb58@gmail.com  

mailto:macdonaldb58@gmail.com


Grace Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
July 19, 2022 
 
Pastor Katie Suggitt         X             Christian Education:         Brent Lander       X 
President:    Dave Bodi       X             Social Ministry & Outreach:    Vacant 
Vice President:  Brad Yetter       X                  Stewardship & Finance:         Jordan Kuns        X 
Treasurer:  Don Hanck                    Church Property:                       Larry Krogh         X          
Secretary:  Christine Bohn       X                                                             Jim Floro              X 
Worship:  Toni Borchardt        X                                    

 
President Dave Bodi called the meeting to order. The Mission Statement was  
recited. 
 
Discipleship Development 
Pastor Katie and Council recited the “Thanksgiving for Baptism”. 
 
Special guest Rhonda Rice presented her vision for a sustainable community min-
istry which would help fund Grace’s Table Food Pantry and the community dinner 
and other church charities.  She suggested an ongoing rummage sale in empty 
classrooms here at Grace. She would like to start with other churches in our com-
munity also helping with the project.  Rhonda received Council’s blessing for her 
idea. 
 
Minutes 
Jordan Kuns moved and Brad Yetter seconded to approve the June minutes.  Mo-
tion approved. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Katie did one hospital visit and presided over an interment at Castalia Cem-
etery for Marilyn Cummings. The VBS theme will be “God’s work.  Our hands. 
Gods’ world.  Our home.”  Letters will go out this week to the parents of prospec-
tive confirmands.  We have volunteers to provide a skeleton staff for Sunday 
School.  Amanda and Pastor have talked about Pastor providing the background 
work for the teachers and being available as a resource and a floater to cover the 
gaps in volunteer staffing.  Pastor Katie has done a comprehensive review of copy-
right restrictions and requirements and begun establishing a process for reporting 
copyright usage that should keep us in compliance.  Pastor has four weddings on 
the calendar for this fall and vacation time scheduled for September 12-15. Monty 
Kaufman and Chris Young will be providing pulpit supply. 
  
Financial Report  
None. There will be two reports next month. 
 
 
 



Ministry Team Reports 
 
Stewardship & Finance 
No report.  Their committee will be meeting in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Worship 
No report. 
 
Christian Education 
Brent Lander reported that Amanda Bohn and Pastor Katie met to discuss next 
year’s Sunday School program.  September 10th will be Vacation Bible School and 
Sunday School will start on September 11. Rooms to be used for Sunday School 
were decided. 
 
Outreach & Social Ministry 
No report.  The position is still open. 
 
Property 
Larry Krogh reported that the lights in the sanctuary were changed to LED lights.  
The Janitor’s closet lights were also changed.  Six air conditioner units are being 
kept on for moisture in the basement.  Please leave those on.  Jim Floro reported 
that the gas bill is up $90.00 from last year. There are no leaks.  Hoping in August 
the bill will come down. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Jordan Kuns asked if we had an estimate for the value of our stained glass win-
dows yet.  Jim Floro reported that we have a quote on replacing the roof from 
Tusang and waiting for a quote from 7 Limers. 
We have a quote from Erie Blacktop for the parking lot.   
 
Correspondence 
None 
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Gathering Area.  
Pastor Katie moved and Brad Yetter seconded to adjourn.  Motion Passed. Holy 
Communion was celebrated. 



  
  
 

 
  
 

 
 
               
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

GRACE GROWS DISCIPLES. 
 

Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we WORSHIP the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, WITNESS to God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ,  

WELCOME all into our community of faith. 
 

Our website address: www.GraceCastalia.com 
You can e-mail Pastor Suggitt at: Pastorkms@gmail.com 
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:  macdonaldb58@gmail.com 

PHONE:  419-684-5059 

203 S. Washington Street 
Castalia, OH   44824 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


